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Pup Love
Leadership class inspired Hayden Spitz ’18
to channel passion into PupRun
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Off to Boston
Insured for Success
Taking Dave Zamansky’s Leadership in Practice course during
the 2018 spring semester gave Hayden Spitz ’18 the perfect
excuse to begin executing one of his ideas: the inaugural UNH 5K
PupRun, a 5K community run/walk for people and dogs, all to
benefit the New Hampshire SPCA.
Zamansky’s class requires participants to create, plan and
execute a leadership project with a community service
component. For Spitz, a business administration (marketing) and
entrepreneurial studies major, the idea for the PupRun had been
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percolating in his mind for a while, and Zamansky’s class inspired
him to try it out.
“I always wanted to do something big at UNH that I could call my
own,” he says. “I’ve been working with dogs and events for the
last few years and really found that that’s what I loved.”
Spitz set a goal to raise $1,000 for the New Hampshire SPCA
during the April 29 race. He called on UNH connections and his
professional network to recruit sponsors, including Kurgo, Purina,
the UNH Animal Welfare Alliance and Alpha Phi Omega, as well
as the UNH alumni-affiliated companies Wagz, Coco Chew and
Saxbys.
The morning of the 5K, just as
registration for the event began, a
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His enthusiasm paid off — the team
of volunteers pulled together, and in the end, 200 people
registered for the event, some who just showed up to pay the
registration fee to support the SPCA, and about 80
individuals who stayed and ran or walked the race in the rain,
many with their dogs, soaked but smiling. The event raised $1,600
for the New Hampshire SPCA.
As a founding member of the UNH Entrepreneurship Club, Spitz
says it was exciting to put his entrepreneurial spirit into the event.
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“I always wanted to be an entrepreneur, but I didn’t always know
what I wanted to do with it until I started working with events,” he
says. “When you think about it, every event like this is an
entrepreneurial process. You’re starting with nothing — you have
no money, you just have this idea, and you go and build it and find
the resources to make it happen.”
Although Spitz has graduated and won’t be around to run the
event in the future, he reports that Alpha Phi Omega is interested
in taking over the PupRun to make it an annual event. So stay
tuned for news about the next PupRun.
WRITTEN Whittney Gould | Peter T. Paul College of Business
BY:

and Economics | whittney.gould@unh.edu | 603-8621704

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Whittney Gould | Peter T. Paul College of
Business and Economics |
whittney.gould@unh.edu | 603-862-1704
PETER T. PAUL COLLEGE OF BUSINESS & ECONOMICS

RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/07/pup-love[8/4/2022 2:35:08 PM]

Pup Love | UNH Today

October 23, 2020 | PAUL POST

University Collaborative grooms a new kind of
sustainable business leader

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/07/pup-love[8/4/2022 2:35:08 PM]

Pup Love | UNH Today

December 3, 2020 | PAUL POST

Q&A with Geno Miller ‘17

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/07/pup-love[8/4/2022 2:35:08 PM]

Pup Love | UNH Today

December 14, 2021 | COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

Off and Running


UNH Today is produced for the UNH community
and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH
Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

CONTACT

US 

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/07/pup-love[8/4/2022 2:35:08 PM]











UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-7352964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use •
ADA Acknowledgement

Pup Love | UNH Today

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2018/07/pup-love[8/4/2022 2:35:08 PM]

